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T you, vohunteer Board Membefs!

Never Take Grants for Granted by Pat Daniels

The Choral Society was pleased to hear, in August, that it had been awarded a $3,312 grant from the
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts to support its programming for 2006-2007. The PCA and the Cen-
tre County Community Foundation have been two of our steady supporters over the last few years,
providing some $3,000 to $4,000 in grants annually to the SCCS. These grants are by no means auto-
matic. Each year I (following in a long line of grant-writing volunteers) submit an application to the
agencies, detailing our successes in the past year and our proposed programming for the coming year,
as well as supplying financial statements, board lists, IRS documents, and other bits of bureaucratic
flotsam. Each year I also file a follow-up report that documents how the grant was used. In our appli-
cations, we need to convince the agencies that our organization is furthering their aims. Typically,
grantors are interested in promoting education, access to the arts for underserved populations, and
innovation in programming, among other things. We need to show them that we're not sitting on our
laurels, but are reaching out to new audiences in new ways. From time to time (such as when we per-
formed Voices of the Holocaust) we've pulled in additional, special-purpose grants as well. I'm hoping
this year to begin adding new grantors to our existing supporters. Any folks in the SCCS who have
contacts or suggestions for me are welcome to find me in the second alto section, or to e-mail me at
pdaniels117@adelphia.net.

YARD SALE SUCCESS! Help Wanted:

The annual State College Choral Society Yard Sale held on Satur- Piano Teachers Needed.
day, September 9, 2006, was again a great success. Money was For Elementary-Age Children
raised, we enjoyed beautiful weather, and once again, many of us
cleaned out our closets. Janet Haner has the final count on the One in Philipsburg, one in State

“take.” Did you help? Did you provide us with vintage family College. Children are 9 and 12.
heirloom goods to sell? Do you want to help next year? Do you Contact Morgen Hummel,

have any other ideas for fundraisers? Go ahead, think “outside the mopeek@juno.com for contact
box.” Tell us your ideas. Share them with your nearest Boardor i formation (no, they're not my
Staft Member. Just not during rehearsal. kids)
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(continued from page 2)
And after a few rehearsals I realized why. Cults also use singing to build happiness and com-
munity. I had joined the church of happy harmonizers. You probably know a chorus singer or
two. Their wardrobes include a lot of music-themed T-shirts and tote bags. They have a habit
of breaking into song mid-sentence. These are the people who try to get you to sing Happy
Birthday in a round or at the very least in six-part harmony. (Soundbite of Happy Birthday in
six-part harmony) “Chorus humor is very Mensa and inside. In rehearsal singers will bust up at
the well-timed mention of a difficult scale. (Soundbite of rehearsal) Dr. M, “And on that happy
note we will sing an octotonic scale starting on C. (Soundbite of laughter) HCS, singing, “I love
to sing.” Dr. M, “Go ahead and use your arms. HCS, singing, “I love to sing!” Mercer, “It turns
out there may be physiological reasons for choristers' ecstatic happiness. A few years ago Uni-
versity of Manchester researchers discovered that the sacculus, an organ in the inner ear, re-
sponds to low-frequency, high-intensity sounds like singing. The sacculus is connected to a part
of the brain that registers pleasure, so you get immediate pleasure when you sing, even alone.
When you sing with a choir the joy - 1s multiplied.” Like most HCS mem-
bers, Murray Spiegel doesn't want M‘“’“ eamt lo an to discuss his sacculus. He's just
thrilled to have found his own kind, Mmlé, em&@ “I felt at home instantly. I love the fact
that everybody's enthusiastic, very oar oun volse lo the welcoming, and joyous about what
they're doing, that's the type of per- son I am.” Mercer, “Dr. M likes to fea-
ture challenging repertoire. She mass ’JWMJWMJ says members enjoy striving for excel-
lence.” Dr. M, “To me, it's a lifestyle | g g 5“;"’” ¥ |of active participation in the arts, not
passive, but active. What we do in am’;mr sense ,f oopa- rehearsal 1s hard work and that's why
they come. They don't come to sort pation ﬁ"' sthene of lay back and, you know, hit the re-
mote.” (Soundbite of rehearsal) Dr. " |M, “Sopranos wait, wait. If it's a writ-
ten invitation you want. OK, ready?” (Soundbite of sopranos sing-
ing, unintelligible) Dr. M, “You're dragging, go!” (Soundbite of sopranos, singing). Dr. M, “Good!”
Mercer, “Rehearsals do become more rigorous and disciplined as we near a performance. I find
an almost archaic satisfaction in this effort,” as does alto Mariam Bora. “When you completely
do a song and it just clicks, you know that you've worked hard for this and it's just an amazing
feeling. Mercer, “But there's more to the joy of choral singing than goofy fun or a rewarding
work ethic. For its 25th anniversary concert last spring, HCS commissioned member bass Jabez
van Cleef to write a poem about the choral experience, which composer Edie Hill set to mu-

sic.” (Soundbite of HCS, singing There is No Age). In There is No Age, Jabez says he tried to ar-
ticulate the altered sense of time and space that singers sometimes have in performance:
“Getting out of your music and being in a place that is in some peculiar way out in the middle of
the air halfway between where the chorus is standing and where the audience is sitting is what
we're all after. We want to get up and out of ourselves and collectively occupy that space. In or-
der to do that, something happens where we forget about how much time is going

by.” (Soundbite of HCS singing). Mercer, “My first performance with HCS was this past Decem-
ber in a Morristown, New Jersey, church. We sang a contemporary piece by composer Randall
Stroup, We Beheld Once Again the Stars. The music is set to a section of Dante's Divine Comedy.
During this piece I finally got it. When you submit to an ensemble, streamlining your own voice
to the mass of sound around you, you lose your ego and your sense of separation from others.
That's singing's deepest, most convincing happiness, I think, the real reason choristers keep
coming back for more. And as long as there's music I'm glad to be one of them.”

©2006 National Public Radio®. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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smTr——— CD Order Form (price each: $ )
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Number of CDs:
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Detach this form and return, with pay-
! ment, to Nancy Wilson, Music Sales
: Manager by October 1, 20086.

;Total Amount Paid:
Check #:

Have you ordered yours yet?

“Jt’s all in the follow through,” my high school baseball pitching coach would say. “You can have

the best windup and highest leg kick, but the follow through is what makes the pitch.” He knew.
After all, he had made it to training camp with the Pittsburgh Pirates as a youngster out of high

44 school. Fate, however, would see his ankle broken and a promising career as major league pitcher

come to an abrupt end. Then, second option: off to college and a high school English teaching ca-
reer with baseball coaching on the side, and countless opportunities to share his gems like “follow
through” with kids who would take a bit of time to really understand what he meant.
That’s exactly where we are as a choral society. Great wind up, and high leg kick, significant ef-
forts on many fronts: membership balance, fiscal stability, VOH CD marketing, endowment cam-
paign, the list goes on a bit more but I think you get the picture. Your board of directors is ad-
dressing these items on a continual basis and needs your help with the “follow through.” Over the
course of this season there will be many opportunities for you to lend support to our list of efforts.

Please consider being an active contributor when the SCCS pitching staff needs a little help. ZZ

Sundries
Get Well Wishes To:

Steve Wallace who has been recovering from quadru-
ple bypass surgery and expects a long recovery. He
can receive calls at (814)861-2530 or emails at
Smusprof@aol.com.

Martha Harbison who is undergoing (or has already
undergone) back surgery.

If you have information on the latest with SCCS members,
friends and families, happy or sad, good times and bad,
birthdays, celebrations, and goat ropings, let me know.
Include contact information if cards or greetings are re-
quested. Handwritten, hand-delivered or email notices at
mopeek@juno.com are best. Please indicate that it is for the
SCCS Newsletter Sundries. Apologies for oversights, in-
complete, or inaccurate information.

A man is playing plano softly in the
bar one evening. n walks an elephant,
who eventually sidles over to the plano.
Suddsng, the elephant starts to cry.
“There, there, now,” comforted the plan-
ist. “Do You recognize the song?” “No,
no,” sobbed the elephant. “I recoonize
the keys!”

got articles? Submit’em! Morgen Hummel, State College
Choral Society General Manager, mopeek@juno.com
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